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FamilySearch Places 
Introduction and key concepts 

Vision – Why do this? 
Connecting family history events with other events that happened in or around the same place 
and time is a vital component of family history research. To do so, family history tools and their 
users must have a shared understanding of the history and culture of the place in question. 

FamilySearch Places is a collection of place standards. Its ambitious objective is to describe all 
places of interest in family histories throughout the world and throughout recorded history. It 
helps users discover, gather and connect with their family by identifying and understanding the 
places that play a role in their family histories.  

What is a place standard? 
A standard is a uniform way to describe an entity, such that computer systems and human 
users can share meaning. A standard always includes a unique identifier – a number or code. 
This identifier can then be attached to a wide variety of information and attributes. For example, 
FamilySearch’s place standards can be searched for and displayed in a variety of user 
languages. Different computer applications can utilize various attributes of the place standards 
to streamline and customize their respective user experiences. 

Where and how is FamilySearch Places used? 
FamilySearch Places is used in several of FamilySearch’s internal initiatives. Among other uses, 
it describes events in Family Tree, Indexing, digital record collections and Memories. 
FamilySearch Places is also being used by certain external family history companies and 
academic institutions. 

In all cases, FamilySearch Places gathers people and their life events together around a 
common understanding of any given place. 

Core principles 
FamilySearch Places is founded upon three core principles. These are listed in the order of their 
importance, i.e. efforts to share meaningful and useful distinctions take precedence over 
attempts to be accurate in trivial matters. 

1. Meaningful – Places must have clear meaning that can be shared among a variety of 
users and systems.  

2. Useful – Place data should be relevant and consistent, so that users feel confident in 
their selection of the best available place standard. 



3. Accurate – Place data should provide an accurate representation of reality and history. 

Place and Place Set 
Because FamilySearch Places seeks to describe places and how they change over time, it 
employs two levels of description: 

• Place Set represents the entire existence of a place, regardless of changes in its name 
or “parent” jurisdiction (for example, the county that a town is described within).  

• Place is the simple description of a given place at a given time. This is FamilySearch 
Places’ place standard.  

It may be helpful to think of place set as a folder that contains one or more places (standards). 
Each entry in FamilySearch Places has both a place and place set component. 

For example, “New York City, New York, United States (1898-Today)” and “New Amsterdam, 
New Netherland (1624-1683)” are two distinct places described within a single place set. 

Levels of confidence 
Every place in FamilySearch Places is classified into one of three levels of confidence: 

• Certified – places have been thoroughly reviewed. The data is deemed accurate and 
complete. These places are locked to any edits that would change or remove existing 
data. 

• Accepted – places have a described location (geographic coordinates) and at least one 
citation. The data for these places is generally acceptable.  

• Provisional – places are missing either a citation or a known location (geographic 
coordinates). They are awaiting further review. 

How to access FamilySearch Places 
FamilySearch Places is a free web service that can be accessed online at: 
https://www.familysearch.org/research/places. 

Anyone may search for places and view the associated data; however, only those that have 
been granted editing privileges may add new places or edit existing places.  

 


