
Hastening the Work
through Family History

Participation in family history work changes hearts and leads people to the saving ordinances of the temple. See how 
priesthood leaders are using family history to further the work of salvation.

Rescue the One

• Family history and temple work bear witness of the infinite worth of the soul.   
 Read how Indexing helped Malinda Perry rediscover her worth after a   
 devastating car accident.

• Though he hadn’t attended Church meetings for years, Paul Felix still felt he   
 was connected to the Church. Still, it took a desire to be sealed to his wife after  
 her passing that brought him back into activity.

 “I promise you will be protected against the intensifying influence of 
the adversary. As you participate in and love this holy work, you will 
be safeguarded in your youth and throughout your lives.” 

 —Elder David A. Bednar (“The Hearts of the Children Shall Turn,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2011, 27) 

Strengthen Families

• The Jess family, of Springfield, Illinois, struggled to unite their blended family   
 but found an anchor in the spiritual blessings of family history and temple work. 

• By indexing together, members of the Chorley England Stake were inspired to  
 seek out their own ancestors and perform ordinances for them in the temple.

Save the Rising Generation

• Youth in Lehi, Utah, challenged the young people of their stake to index   
 for 21 days, which led to a 40-day temple challenge culminating in 87 youth   
 bringing family names for baptisms on the stake’s temple day. 

• Family history helps youth prepare to serve as missionaries.

http://www.lds.org/ensign/2013/12/indexing-is-vital?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/media-library/video/2011-09-14-activation-paul-felix
http://www.lds.org/media-library/video/2011-09-14-activation-paul-felix
http://www.lds.org/media-library/video/2011-09-13-strengthen-families-jess-family-condensed
http://www.lds.org/callings/temple-and-family-history/stake-indexing-director/chorley-experience?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/media-library/video/2013-08-101-now-im-converted
http://www.lds.org/media-library/video/2013-09-09-it-helped-me-go-on-a-mission-2013-seminar-for-new-mission-presidents


Share the Gospel

• Missionaries are finding that family history is a natural way to introduce the gospel to others because family is so   
 important to just about everyone. 

• The eternal nature of the family is a powerful message to investigators.

 “Seeking to understand our family history can change our lives. 
It helps bring unity and cohesion to families. There is something 
about understanding the past that helps give our young people 
something to live up to, a legacy to respect.” 

 —President Gordon B. Hinckley (“News of the Church,” Ensign, Aug. 1999, 74)
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An Invitation
• Submit at least one family name to the temple.

• Index at least one batch of records to help others in    
 their search. 

• If you have done both, please extend both invitations to   
 the members of your stake and ward.

My Family Booklet
Capture and preserve your 
family stories in a new and 
engaging way.

Stepping Stones to Family History and Temple Work

There are many ways to inspire the members of your stake to enjoy family history work. Each of these heart-turning activities 
can be found at FamilySearch.org.

Search
Finding an ancestor’s name 
in a record is a wonderful, 
heart-turning experience.

Indexing
Indexing blesses so many 
people—the indexers, the 
researchers, and those whose 
names are now easier to find.

Photos and Stories
When we see our 
ancestors and hear their 
stories, they become more 
real to us.

Family Tree
In the Family Tree, we can see, 
at one glance, many of those who 
came before us.

Finding Cousins
Even if your Family Tree seems
to be complete, there is still much
you can do using tools like Puzzilla.

Find additional stories and references at: familysearch.org/blog/en/hastening-work-family-history.

http://www.lds.org/media-library/video/2012-10-03-family-history-and-missionary-work-finding
https://www.lds.org/media-library/video/2012-10-04-family-history-and-missionary-work-teaching
https://familysearch.org/campaign/myfamily
https://familysearch.org/
https://familysearch.org/search
https://familysearch.org/indexing/
https://familysearch.org/photos/
http://familysearch.org/tree
https://familysearch.org/campaign/finding-our-cousins
http://familysearch.org/blog/en/hastening-work-family-history

